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Administration of Barack Obama, 2014 

Statement on Representative Henry A. Waxman's Decision Not To Seek 
Reelection 
January 30, 2014 

Early in the 20th century, Henry Waxman's grandparents came to America, the land of 
opportunity, and found a place where they could build a better life for themselves and their 
families. Over the course of 40 years in Congress, their grandson has fought to give every 
American family that same chance. Thanks to Henry's leadership, Americans breathe cleaner 
air, drink cleaner water, eat safer food, purchase safer products, and finally, have access to 
quality, affordable health care. 

Today, he continues to advocate tirelessly on behalf of Los Angeles and California as he 
leads efforts to address a changing climate and make sure every American has the economic 
security that comes with health insurance. Henry will leave behind a legacy as an extraordinary 
public servant and one of the most accomplished legislators of his or any era. Michelle and I 
wish him, his wife Janet, and his family all the best as they begin the next chapter of their lives. 
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